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Small Business Saturday is the day that hometown businesses show the public why shopping local makes sense.  
Friendly service, convenient proximity, and unique options translate to sales in the frenzied rush of holiday shopping.

First National Bank, 100 years of community relations
BY JENNIFER VON OHLEN

Staff Writer

When it comes to han-
dling money, First National 
Bank of Cokato has 100 
years of experience building
trust and relationships with 
its customers. 

The bank, located at 365 
Broadway Avenue South in 
Cokato, is locally owned by 
Ty Knoff, who served as its 
president for more than 30 
years before deciding to step 
down Sept. 30. He remains the 
bank’s CEO and chairman of 
its board. 

Mike Seaberg is the bank’s
new president.

“We’re really excited about 
what’s going on in the bank, 
and the types of projects that 
we have been working on this 
year,” stated Seaberg. “We’ve 
been fortunate to be involved 
with some very exciting com-
mercial and ag projects in 
2016.”

Some of the projects First 
National Bank has been part 
of include Terning Seeds’ seed 
corn dryer expansion, the Vil-
lage Ranch’s group home pur-
chase in Annandale, NAPA 
Auto Part’s ownership change, 
Lundeen Auction expansion, 

and the new Bohnsack Dental 
offi ce.

“It’s exciting to see the vari-
ous construction projects in 
Cokato, and to have that op-
portunity to assist our custom-
ers,” Seaberg commented. 

Since the bank’s establish-
ment in 1916, Seaberg said its 
business model and objective
have remained the same: tak-
ing care of its customers and 
keeping their best interest at 
heart.

“The products and the ser-
vices that you’ll see at First 
National Bank are very typical 
to any community bank,” he 
noted. “We don’t try to differ-
entiate ourselves that way. We 
try to differentiate ourselves 
by developing relationships 
with our customers.”

In pursuing this, First Na-
tional Bank strives to be re-
sponsive in a timely manner, 
make loan decisions quickly, 
oversee the lending process, 
and follow through on its 
promises.

“Trying to make it easy to 
bank with us and communicate 
with our customers through 
the whole lending process is 
important to us,” explained 
Seaberg, “and I think it’s im-
portant to our customers – just 

to know what’s going on, to be 
explained what to expect.”

As issues arise, First Nation-
al Bank works to get through 
them in an effi cient manner 
so its customers can see their 
process through to the end.

“That’s what the bank has 
been doing for 100 years: pro-
viding confi dence in our cus-
tomers that their deposits are 
safe with First National Bank, 
and then confi dence in our abil-
ity to loan those funds out and 
to help our customers expand 
their business or their personal 
fi nancing needs. If we can do 
this with a good, friendly at-
titude, we would hope to be 
serving the Cokato community 
for another 100 years.”

Throughout the bank’s 100 years of service to the community, its staff  has remained dedi-
cated to seeking its customers’ best interests. This past year, the bank has had some posi-
tion changes amongst its staff , including the retirement of assistance vice president Tom 
Czaplewski (back center).
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Bank hours

Lobby: Monday-Friday            
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Drive up: Monday-Friday        
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Saturday 8 a.m. to noon 

Telebank: over-the-phone 
banking transactions 

1-866-707-6980 (toll free)


